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thought )- reaſon to 
pap ee pnc yp Bug Ba 
defires of Printing it : and indeed 1 
cannot well anſwer it to my own 
Reaſon that I do now ſubſcribe my 
Placet'to the publication of it : For it 
" ſeems ( olens nolens ) you will have it 
from me. 


I had been. .excuſe -enough , that 
in the preparing this Diſcourſe for 
the Pulpir, I had no thought at all 
of. preferring. it to . the Preſs : And 

« ineclligenr Reader will eaſily 
believe me m, when he fees how 
Home-ſpun-and plain, both Matter and 
Stile , of it, are, . Truly lam afraid;, 
leſt” ſome. that. knew what a popu- 
lar, and excellent Preacher Mrs. Ver 
ning Was ,; Will: think. hin difparaged. 
and nor honoured by ſuck a Diſcourſe, 
when a they. ſhall behold, inſtead —þ A 

Vel- 


# his covering, 


Velver Pall , biit'a picee-of 'F wes [its 
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When 1 heatd the fa *tilidgs fof 
the Death of this my dear” Brother 
and fellow-helper; The" Text here 
created on was the firſt Scripture 
that came into my mind, and I judg'd 
it might be a word in ſeaſon'to 
that Congregation who had enjoyed 
his worthy labours, and were more 
immediately concemed' in his Deach 
and loſs. | To help thenv' in che Tm: 
provement of this ſad firoke was 'all 
that 1 intended : For how could | 
think there would be heed of 'a Fu- 
neral Oration, of any Elegies ar Enco- 
miums to keep up the Name and Me- 
mory of ſuch a one, whoſe praiſe is 
in the Goſpel thraughourt all che Chur- 
ches, and whoſe own works left: behind, 
(* 2) will | 
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will: cvcs;pribſe. birp inthe Gaect of this 
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Quure of a dead Friend ). is may ſerve.to 
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| our and choſe withirt: | SER 


fo - ntany ' weeping 'Eyes., when Icon. 
fdered: for whom 'you: wept: . You 
have toft one that. was an; Interpreter, 
2 *Preacher: one- of. a: thouſand; - | Oh; 
how 'was he wont :to- lift yp: his: Voice 
like a- Trumpet, ' what Maſick Wag 
he wont to make in your Ears, wikad 
Melody in your Hearts ? How ſpiri- 
rually , and fweerly did ke uſe: 'to 
Pray 2 How powetfiilly ' aid profira. 
bly did he ufe 6" Prezdh''s-5 What: 4. 
holy ' Art had he” of dividing the Word: 
aright, borh to thoſe *thar” were with 


1&1 
Merhinks I ſee_ you "Kitt Aockalgl 
about him, and hanging like '2 con 
pany of Bees- upon his Thps%? What 
Milk arid Honey did ther uſe t6 Wop. 


thence! ' 


thence !- He fed "you not only wich 
the Milk, but with the. Cream of the 
Word. 1 doubt not but there are 
ſome , yea, - many of you that have 
cauſe to - bleſs God that ever you 
ſaw his Face, and heard his Voice, 
God having ſpoken not only to 
your Ears, but to your Hearts by 


him. 


He hath now Prayed and Preached 
his laſt with you, he is at reſt 
from his Labours, and his works fol- 
low him. Pray ye the Lord of the 
Harveſt , that he would continue the 
faichful Labourers , that are yet among 
you , that the Harveſt may not be 
loſt for want of Labourers, that 
none . of his Churches may be left 
as! Sheep without a Shepherd : And 
Pray ye that He would: ſend forth 

| more 


more Labourers into the Haryeſt , 
that the number of thoſe that Love 
and Fear him in the Earth may be 
encreaſed, and ſuch added to the Church 
as ſhall be ſaved. And let all that love 
the Lord. ſay Amen, and Amen. 
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Pray ye therefore the Lord of yy 
he would fend forth Labowrers ingo 


, that 
Eliro 


OU are not ignorant of the OE 
| wn of chooling this Text. 
ext, as _-— 
ceive, doch fiir the Occalion 
God is calling his Labourcrs our 
of his Harveſt apace, he removes 
them by pairs, yea by cluſters;what 
4; rarpcd was tis like to 
of us? That is the Queſtion, I know that you haveg1 


© thoughts of heart about it. There is like to be a 


grcat dcatth and ſcarcity of faithful-Labourers in Gyds 

Harveſt. We haye here the” Counſel that our. Lord 

Chriſt himſelf givesin this very caſe, that we thauld 

Pray the. great Lird of the Harveſt , that be _ 
| en 


Ry 


$4 aw 44 77 
_— wv » 
4 


# A 


- Vir Arr, 
- . 


add 2h Lani 
* 3 oh, 
> 


3% AFuneral Sermon. 
us ſous Lobravere lace his Harveſt, . 


EE 


VV LTC. 
Hat 
ter Chri 
compaſion Z 
without a S 


is this, 


3, or OC bo 


ry FEY ny op ever vwd th Ws 
ns ; brat ind tri LF of, 
fort AC; 


"mort On C 
* ppertath De hive i 4 great ſe o 51 


CEubere F the {nt of > 4 
Here) el 0 1dofo ing by 
Location, ic king by gs _ 

(&hiag byway-of Application, *_ © 
Bs cion, ee og He 
; XL, JYhat'y & are. £0/ wr erſtand here! by dh its 


"I Whole choſe Labourtys 7 js Hh Haroef.” 
1s What 


Cn 


I-Funeral Sermon. - 3 
1. What are we to underſtand by the Harveſs ? 
Thereby I take to be meant the People that were to be 
athered into Chriſt by-the Preaching of the b 
-hriſt you know did often ſpeak in Parablesz and thar 
People it ſeems delighted much in-Similirudes and Pa- 
rables: And therefore the Scri doth ſo often make 
uſe of fuch kind of ions and -fimilitudes- as, 
rheſe are. The Lords People they are fometimescom- 
pore to a Garden, ſometimes to a Yinezard, ' or as 
ere. toa Tilled and Harveſt-field, So that our Souls 
they are\'Gods Field and Harveſt, What doth chat 
imply 2 Ic implys theſe wo things. , 
I. It ſhews us what we are by Nature, When the 
Goſpel doth firſt come unto us, that we are 'as an un- 
tilled Field, as a barren Deſart, or as an unfruitful 
Wilderneſs, In Gey. 3. and about the 18th, you 
read there, upon mans ſin that God had Carſed the 
Earth, therefore Thorns and Thiſtles ſball it bring 
forth, There was the like Curſe upon the heart of 
man; from that time it brought forth nothing but 
Thorns and Thiſtles. So that as it is with perſons that 
are travelling through ſome Deſart places over high 
Mountains, through rocky and ſtony waies, where 
there is no husbandry uſed, there grows nothing but 
Bryars and Thorns and unfruitful Trees, ſuch as are 
fic for the fire: Suchare the hearts and lives of all the 
children of men by Nature , like the Ground the 
* Apoſtle ſpeaks of intheſixth of the Hebrews , thar 
brings forth nothing but Thorns and Nettles, which is 
nigh unto curſing, _ e emd is to be burned. As forthoſe 
fruits of the Fleſh, which che Apoſtle ſpeaks of in Gal. 
5, 19. Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſcrvionſ- 
neſs, Idelatry, Witchcraft, 4, Variance, Emula- 


Hens, 
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tions, Wrath, Sexife, Seditinns,. Hereſies, Emvyinds, 
Aturders, andi the-like y theie fruits abound: every 
where. Butasforthoſefruitsof the Spirit, which he 
mentions in _the-f>llowing, verſe, which: is Zowve axd/ 


Foy . and. Peace, Hong» ſuffering, 'Gentleneff, Guodpe ff, 


Faith, Meekneff;andths like 3; Theſe fruits grow nor 
in Natures Garden. One asking\a Gardiner what the 
reaſon.was that Weeds did! ſpring-ſo riaturally. our of” 
the Ground; ' when it was: toi hard's: thing ' to: make 
good: Plants. and- Flowers grow'in' it; He anſ(wered, 
- Becauſe the Earth was. as ai Natural' Mother to the- 
Weeds, but was become as a- Step-mother to. the 
Plants, Thusit is with all our heares by nature; - the 
things. of: Grace and Godlinels,they are notonly above 
-OUr. Corrupt: natures , © but contrary to-them;. ' In-a 
word, -my Brethren, What were: al} thoſe Churches 
you read of in the New. Teſtament, thei Reman, Co- 
ripthian, and the-relt of: them beforerhe Goſpel:was- 
Preached tothem? They were all bart as a-noiſome 
Dunghill, vr. barren Wilderneſs to God, till: the 
Apoltlescame to Preach amongſt them, and:to-Plane 
them ; and'then indeed the Wilderneſs. was turned- 
into a fruitful Garden, then was fulfilled that of the- 
Brophet, /nſtead of the Bryar , came up the- Fir- 
tree, &c. Then, 

- 2, As this ſhews us what we are by Nature, ſo it- 
evidences, Secondly, What we ſhould be when the: 
Goſpelcomes ko us, As-the-Ground receives in-the- 
Plow-and the Seed that ic ——_— the Harveſt), 
ſo ſhould we-be-willing to- the Word and tore: 


ceive the Goſpel, that we- may be-gathered in unto-. 


Chriſt: by. Faithy-and: Repenrance; - As-the+ Prophee. 
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lem, Break up the failvr -#1h- ſow riot Wow! 
Thorns, The ge chars ye aero cafthns 


Sced among the Thorns without fiſt breaking np the 
fallow- Ground, without. firſt looſening the root of 
the Thorns, and. cleanſing it from the Weeds; ll 
when the fallow Ground is- broken ops" -mmany 

Gvicer 


times irneedsto be Plowed not Ghly free, 


three times before it is fit to receive the Seed: ' Thus fr 
is with our hearts by Nature, -we'need-to be PloWedl 
by che'Word'over.andover, ' and to be Harroyed by 
Afﬀiictions again aad again before we ar6 fit to receive 
the Seed, and to bring forth fruit ro God. Break wp 
the fallow Ground, 'and ſow ot timing Thorns. For 


-perfons ro (ow their Seed withour - Plowing the 


Ground, that were a prepoſterous courſe: And (6 it 
is with many people ; -when they are convinced that 
they have lived wickedly, - they think they will row 
mend their waies and do better, and perforra ſom 
good actions that God approves of, and then they hope 
all willbewell. 1, butthatis to- fow without Plow- 
ing, God will never havea good Crop here, Ungod- 
lineſs will never. be rooted our, nor Godlineſs cruly 
implanted in the ſoul, except our hearts be firſt Blow- 
ed and broken up. Therefott as the Plow you knovy 
doth encer into the bowels hd heart 6f the-Earth, 
dothrefd ic opett, and break it to pieces ; { there are 
ſore reaths: of the Word, which ate like the Plow: 
ſhare.to enter into out hedrts, atld to rend them; arid 
bteak thent ro pieces ;- ſich- as the ktioiyiedze of che 
purity and exi&tneſs of Gods Law, aiid-of the evi) of 
far 4 . and that dreadful cijrſe we-Rave brought upon 
gur {elves by it; and of vhs firfalnif3-of out Nathite, 
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how all our faculties are full of this fin, And therefore 
we ſhould joya in wich God inthole _ that are re- 
vealed to us concerning our loſt and 'undone condition 
by Mature, we ſh-uid labour cicarly ro underſtand 
what is delivered. in the Word conccrning} our loſt 
eſtate, and to work thole truths upon our hearts, that 
we-may be ſinfible of them, and to beg, of the Lord 
that he would fet them home upon us, that we may be 
truly ſcaſible of them. For Miniſters they can only 
ſow the Truths in your Ears and your Heads, you muſt 
take them and labour to ſow them in your Hearts , 
and when the Truths come cloſe to you at any time, 
as a Sword piercing through your luſts,. and dividin 

berwcen the Chance and the Joynts,Foh. 2. you ſhould 
bid it welcom. The Pſalmiſt complains that the 
Plawers made deep furrows on their backs, but I may 
fay blefled are thoſe Men and Women on whole hearts 
and conſciences the Word doth make —_—_— 
For the great reaſon why ſo much of the Seedinthe 
Parable of the Sower miſcarryed , was becauſe . it 
wanted Roor, So much for the firſt, what is meanc 


. bythe Harvef, 


2. Whoare theſe Zabowrersinthis Harveſt ? "There 
is no doubt of it but Chriſt thereby means the Pro- 
hets of the Old Teſtament, and the Apoſtles of che 
New Teſtament, andthe faithful Miniſters of Chriſt 
inevery Generation, who areto labour in the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, and the ſalvation of ſouls. - And 
this Ro _—_ wn pan work _ 

an or can po emp in, .t0 
Ava and reducing kits to CoNhis EA cat 
and principle ; ,yet this ſhews us-the- nature of the 
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A Funeral Sermon, 7 
borious Calling,- and ſo the Apoſtlein 2 Tim, 5. 7. 
Let the elders that rule well, * be accounted worthy of 
double honour, they that labour in the word and Do- 
frine ; the word {ignifies not only Labour but Pains, 
or painful labour , ſuch wherein men do ſpend their 
ſtrength and ſpirits, ſothat their life many times goeth 
out intheir'Labour, And this is likewiſe held our to 
us by thoſe many Metaphors that the Scripture doth 
apply to the Miniſters of the Goſpel. . They are com- 
pared herein the Text, you ſee, to Harveſt men; the. 
Husbandmagas work of Plowing and Harrowing, Sow- 
ing and Reaping, . it is a laborious and oainful work z 
and the ſweat of the Brain isno leſs than that of the- 
Brow, So ſometimes they , are called Builders, as in. 
L Cor.3.9. We are Labourers together with.God, you are 
Gods hucbandry, you are Gods building.- Now the 
Building of Houſes that. is laborious work. for the 
Houſe is not built of the. Trees as they: are ſtanding: 
in the Foreſt; or of the Stones as thay are-in the 
Quarry; but there muſt be hewing the Stones; and 
ſquaringthe Timber for the building the Houſe, What 
is the Miniſters work but to build up an Houſe for. God, 
an Habitation for Jeſus Chriſt 2 As the materials with 
which the Temple was built of old, were firſt ſquared, 
and fitted, and prepared for the. Building, ſo muſt 
ſouls be.for this ſpiritual Houſe. Sothat mdeed Mi- 
niſters arc as Carpenters, and Maſons : - 7 have hews 
them by my Prophets, andthat ſheweth they have hard 
labour of it,and many times meet with kaotty pieces, 
very hard hearts, ſuch as have made ſome. of the beſt of 
GodsLabourers complain, cry out and reſolve with Fe- 
remy,they would Speak no more in the name of the Lord; 
Sp I might ſhew you m_ how they are: compared 
ALY D3 6Q . 
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AgunerSermon— 
ro Shepherds, and wardbraes, whoſe callmg you know 
have taboutr mm them.. - Buir-vo name-no more, "their 
labavr is compared to that which- is whe greateſt 
labout of all ; What is chat? tothe lavonrofa Woman 
in Travail, Ga/;4, 19.- My little Children, of whom 1 
travail in Birth again until Chriſt be formed in you, 
Thus it is with faithful Miniſters, they havernany 
a Pang many a throw of heart, - before Chriſt be 
formedin themto whom they Preach, Soif you book 

the work of. the Miniſtry in theſe- Metaphors, 
by which the Scriprare doth expreſs it , youTee their 
caliagis 2 laborious calling, - So if you look upon it 
out: of theſe 6s may fee thereis much -of 
labour in this work; - there is labour to Preach che 
word, labour in Reading, Studying , Praying and 


Meditating ,- as Paz bids Timothy groe himſelf wnro 
Prayer ana reading rhe word ,. &c, and there is labour 
m di ro 'ord. - There is-a double labour, 
the | of the Mind as well as the Body, There is 


labour to inſtruct the ignorant , to ſhew man his un- 
ighteonlaeſs, and. to ſhew man his righteouſheſs , 
ur. to exhort and quicken thoſe that are ſluggiſh, 
labour in reſolving thoſe: that doubt, and in comfor- 
ting: thoſe thatare fad, there is labour in bringing in 
Souls to Chriſt , and labour in building up ſouls w 
they are brought in. - Do but ſee what is ſaidof Fohx 
the Baptiſt, who, you know, was a Labonrex in 
Gods Harveſt, { Z»ke 2. 5.) what his-work was. 
Every Valley ſhall be filled, and every mounttin and 
tull ſhak be broaght low, and the crooked ſhall br made 
ſtreight,aud the rowh ways ſhall be made ſmorrh. Now 
co. level. mountains and: fil 'up Valleys,” to nitke* 
crooked things ſtreight and rough ways fineoth ;; this - 
id 4 cannot 


cannot be.done:without.labour. And yer my brethren, 
there-is: greater labour that the: faichful. Miniſters of 
Chriſt ſometimes go thraugh. than all this they. arg 
farced; oftentimes navonly to. (wear at the Plough , 
bur: bleed at ,the Croſs ;-they. labour in -induring re- 
proaches: and: Perſecutions they meet with in the 
world for: the truths. lake... Remember my brethren, 
ſaith James, the Prophets- who have ſpoken in the 
name of the Lord for an'Example of ſuffering. Afiiftion 
and. of” Patience, Who would: have thought they 
ſhould meet with any- hard uſage for ſpeaking to 
Peuple in che name. of the Lord? What faith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 3., TrulyGodbath made: us 4 (peit- 
de to:the-world:;, Why ſo! we are appointed to death 
every day, and reckoned the- off-ſcouring of the world, 
They. are- the greateſt, enemies: the Devil and his 
Kingdom hathin the world, andthercfore the Devil 
is {0 great. an cnemy to-them,. The, faithful Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt ſtandin che from. of qppoſition. That 
is the Devils principle:,, Smite- rhe. ſpepherd: and the 
ſbeep; will be. ſcattered; So.that then youſce they are 
much miſtaken who look upon a Miniſters life as an ea- 
ke, ifnotan Idle life; whoxchiak all.cheit. labours. buc 
a: little: Lip-labour. I-might- cell you it-is-no0- cafe 
thing: for-you to hear: a Sermon-well-, and chen ſure 
itcananot be ſuch ancaſicthing- to.preach well : ic will 
coſt:you- labour to. hear aright. 1:grant iris an caſie 
thing. ro-give: the. Miniſter the, hearing ; , but to give 
the. cars-to- the: Miniſter; = wy every” trath.a - 
double: hearing, that is: hard-matter; I grant 
it:is an ng <0 let in a; Sermaen'-at'0ne car.and 
toler it-out-at-the: otherz but toilet a-Sermon in-at 
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theear.and:to-letit-ſinkdown-in the heart,; andchence . 
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+2 nb. pcs wh this is a hard ;* Ir ivr 
eaſie thing to writedowna Sermon in;your Books, and 
to repear it at night- in your Families, and to diſcourſe 
andtalkof it z butro ger this Sermon written in yu 
hearts and to repeat'it over in your lives, -to be doers 
of it and not hearers only, this will require pains and 
labour. . Thus we haveſhown you what this Harveſt 
is, here ſpoken of ,andwho the Zabourers are: and now 
we come near to the point it ſelf, ro ſhew thar it is your 
duty to Pray the Lord of the Harveſt that he would 
fend forth more Labourers into bis Harveſt, Here 
are theſe three things offer themſelves to be ſpoken 
to for the confirming of the =—_ | 

1- That the Miniſtry of che word,itis a very greac 
gift and bleſling to a people. &, 
+ 2, That God and God alone, it belongsto him to 
ſend forth theſe Labourers into his Harveſt. 
- 3- That our duty and-work is. to Pray and Pray 
earneſtly to God , thathe would increaſe the number 
of his faichful Labourers, And theſe may ſerve as the 
| Er and reaſons of the Point, for I ſhallnameno 
other, © | LIED 

I. Then doyou ask me why-we ſhould pray to God 
to ſend (forth moreLabourers into his Harveſt s Be- 
cauſc I ſay tohave theſe faithful Labourers among you, 
isone of the preateſt gifts and bleſſings that God can 
beſtow upon a' e. - See what Chriſt : himſelf 
faich of ſuch; ' Marth. 5.93. Te are the ſalt: of the 
Ea#th, &c. - You- know tharfale ſavoursevery. | Rang 
and thact it is to preſerve things from Rotting and Pu- 
rrefaction', -ſo thar ſalt is a very uſeful and neceffary 
ching in'the world, you know not how to be with- 
out it; Of ſuch uſe and necefhity is the:Miniſtry 46 
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theory" forthe whole world would Rot and Petit 
-wichout- ie. All the'Heatts' of NE 2nd os WW 
World that live without the Golpelthey are rg God 
as-rotten- and ftinking*mear; - as” frirhy carrion.is to 
| you. Indeed when once the hearts and minds of People 
are ſeaſoned with the Goſpel, now they become ſweet 
and ſavoury to God; fo Yerſ. 14, What would this 
World- be without the Sun in the Firmament ſhining 
upon-it', but a dark Dungeon 2 Such , my Brethren, 
and-no cther are all cheKingdoms, Nations , Cities, 
Cougeries, - Pariſhes, Villages in the World whert 
the light of che Goſpel doth-noc thine. Where the 
have not had the Miniſtry ' of the Word, neither Pro- 
phets, nor Apoſtles, nor faithful Miniſters of Chriſt; 
£9 preach the Goſpel and to make known-the mind 
will of Godtothera, they are but as ſo many dark 
dungeons , where the Prince of darkneſs Oghs, where 
unbelicf, Idolatry , Superſtition, | and all manner of 
wickecnels, and profancſs reigns. I faythe ſtare of 
nature-is a ſtare of darkneſs ; alt the world doth but 
grope.in darkneſs , as the Egyptians did, till they 
come-to- have the* GoÞct preached to them..- Alas ! 
they know little of God , and norhmg of Teſts Chriſt, 
nor of the Goſpel nor of the Covenant of Grace, 'nor of 
the way to ſalvation by a Redeemer , nor what the 
new C.eature 5, and the work of Reveneration is. 
4 How great a bleſſing and great gift therefore is it to 
have © Miniſtry of'rhe Eolpel © You'may ſee it b 
thac. promiſe God'gives'our in Fer.:3. 15. 42d 1 wt 
give yu” Paſtors "atcording to vr heart , which ball 
feed-you' with knowledge antl underſtanding. As,if he 


had\ ſaid ;-\Here is the Bleſhing, ©T'c Bicfling of Blef. 
G lings 


I'will beſtow for-chere is nohe cert» 
wee It. erp ſhould have his habica- 
tion or dwell ag in neyer ſopure, an Air , and never fo 
good a ſoil, he harh Iris Garden and his Fiſh- 
ponds , and all ourward. Contentment his heart. can 
defire ; bur dath nor the Sun of che Goſpel ſhine there, 
the Air and: Wind . of the Spirit breath. there, -the 
clouds of Gods Ordinances dropthere ? , then 1iay iris 
buc a dark and black place : If the beſt things be not 
to be had there ,- what is it for a man tobe fatted to 
deſtruction , what is a life without a;life of Grace 

is. ain what a Bleſſing it is-jmay -appearin that it 
fruit of Chriſts prayer, of his death , blood 

me eB: Epheſ. 4.8, 11. 'you read there of 
Ehriſts.aſcendin 1p! hy » when he aſcended up on 
pls he gave oe rommen., You know Kings and Em- 
FP Ge hay of, their Coronation, "they ule to 
ng TE let Conduits run with Wine, 
wr T's ro vir friends; this was the day Chrift 
ent 2p to Heaven ,, and went to take his Crown of 
Glory y,. now he. egifts to men. Yerſ. 11, What 
did he os chem pu e for-the Perfeiting Saints. As 
if hoes was the greateſt gifts the Son of God had to be- 
ſtow on the Children of men , here -was'thefeuic of 
his Blood as well as Interceſſion. Had.it not been for 
the Blood of Chriſt, there hadnever beenany ſuch 
thing as a Goſpel-Miniſtr ff or Charch ,- or Ordi- 
nances. - In a- word; If .you confider the great 
ends for which the Miniſtry. is given, itis for the bring- 
ing about the [np .good 'of the Children: of men, 
itis-for hehe you to the knowledge of God an1 
his-Son Jeſus Fil » hoo to know is eternal life ; 
it 
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; Il reveal = nfenrs 0 ery tothe Chil: 

dren omen. The Preaching of the Golpel,it is not only 
co civilize tnen tawomen” EN nh were good F A 
it were-n2 more, and many times where it hathgoc 
ie faving work”, it hath the TOuiY; to- make, 
people civil z-bur I fay the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
it is not only to make you civil , but to make you 
Saints, new, Creatures, | 


* 2: Pray'ye the Lord of the Harveſt that he would 
ſend forth more Labourers into his Harveſt. Why, 
it belongs tothe great Lord of the Harveſt to give theſe 
Labourers. The ſending of [Labourers into this 
Harveſt is not only an Act of Grace and Mercy, but 
of Poivet and greateſt Authority. Therefore 2Larth, 
28. * when Chriſt ſends forth his Diſciples to Preach, 
mark the Preface, Yerſ, 18.. And Jeſus came and 
ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power is grven. to.me in 
Heaven andin Earth. Mark how Chnft Dy 6 
with the preamible- of af power being given. to, him 
iy Heaven and in Earth,  Itisas. if he had ſaid, 1 
am ſending you about the greateſt work thatever any 
Creatures were imployed in; the Angels in Heaven 
were not imployed in a, greater-- work, than this, of 
Preaching the Colpel; for your Incouragement know; 
all power in Heaven and in Earth is.given into my 
hands, and I will be with-you and ſecond you. ' Here I 
Amight ſhew yoti how the Lord of the Harveſt doth 
ſend forth his Labourers, | 


x; Ttis he that calls chem } herhargives chem their 
Miſſion and Conimiſſion, they have their Commiſh- 
| / C 3 on 


, | Ge b-| Froeral ww p 
bf Kom Chit, From Father, Son, and boly Spire, 


all cheir names are.in the Commiſſion, though it is 
more Immediately from the Son.  Irideed did not God 
fend them , they could never-expe& todo any goodin 
ctheWorld, to conyett one ſoul ,, were not Preaching 
Gcds' Ordinance, * Ve 5-50 : 


' 2. It is he muſt gift and qualifie theſe Labourers 
for the work, As in Nehem.y. 10. ſaith Nehemiah 
there, Thou gaveſt thy holy Spirit ,, Veil. 20.. Thou 
zaveſf alſo thy good” Spirit.” \'The meaning is, inthe 
Prophers which he gave them , whereby they were 
fitted for the Work they were ſet about. Sair is 
ſil} under the Goſpel, * 1 Cor.,12. 4,5. Now.there are 
diverſities of ifts but the fame Spirit ;, and there are 
differences of Adminiſtrations but the- ſame Lord. 
W hence arethefe diyertities of gifts and miniſterial A- 
bilities ? they ate from Gbd. This indeed my Brethren 
is very. wonderful 'ro:be conſidered; © As you ſee. a 
multitude of faces in the world , yet eyery one: differs 
from another ; ſo to conſider 'rhat diverfity, that.va- 
riety of gifts an4 ſpiritual Abilities God hath given to 
men inthis wark, yet. none hath the ſame gift : To one 
the gift of Do&-ine;ro another the gift of Exhortation. 
One he is as a Son of Thimder to awaken; another isa 
Son of Conſolatiznto comfort; Tay variety of gifts, 
and why ? to profit withall. Itis all for your profic, 
ehar if you axe not taken with.one mans gifts, you may 
bewith anothers: © My Ew. | 


- 3. Icisthe Lord of the Harveſt that doth ſend forth 
-and deſign every Labourer to his particular place and 
 UI0L.OR | | ſtation 


 UEunexal Sermon. 5. 
ſation wherein he is. to-fabour z it is hethat appoints 
them the bounds of their habitation, The Apoſtle he 
bids chem feed th: Church of God over which the H.Gh1/f 
had made them Overſeers, the holy Ghoſt placed them 
there, Ifa Sparcony fall not to the ground withour the 
power of Gol, much lets doth a Miniſter preach a 
Sermon bur there is a providence in it, When God 
ſends a Miniſter roa Congregation, ' he doth lett our 
a- piece of. Land, or bids him husband that for me. 
Levit. 27. 26. You read there how God would have 
them-to-value their Land dedicated ro God to be wort! 
more or leſs according tothe Seed of it, as it was capa- 
-- —- receiving much or = {ced a ſo the Mini - 
ould valne his Land: according tor his opportunity he 
hath to foi Sced there. hs R 


4. Itis the Lord of the —__ chat muſt giveſto- 

a_ theſe —_— wo al __ ing'zud 

wouring will be but as Plow! owing among , 
the Rocks. You muſt not think Preaching of the | 
Goſpel doth work upon ſouls by any inherene vertue - 
in the Word.as Fire warms, Food nouriſhes, and 
Phyſick heals. If the Spirit of the Lord dothnoc go - 
along with the Word, it will 'be' but as Mafick ro 
Deaf,” &c.- 1 Cor, 3. Paul may plant, Apollos may 
water, but God gives the increaſe. Now if the huf- 
bandman cannot command Seed-to grow-out of the - 
Cs, how.much leſs can Miniſters create Grace in” 
56 | 


If in Natural things it is God that makes the Graſs 


to ſpring, how much more in ſpiricual things* m_ - 
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makes the Soul to fruQifie.. Alas,, it 1s not the parts 
and Eloquence of the Miniſter can beget Grace that 
muſt be the work of Gods Spirit. 


3. Hereis our Duty, or work in order tothe ob- 
taining this Gift, thatis, to Pray the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, that he would ſend forth more Labourers into his 
Harveſt, . Prayers, you know, that is the prevailing, 
courſe for the removing anyevil thar lies upon. us,.. or 
obtaining any good we ſtand in need of, Pſa/. 50.15. 
Call upon me in the day of trouble, and 1 will hear you, 
Such-and- ſuch things God promiſes to do for his Peo- 
ple : But for this I will be ſought unto, ſaichthe Lord. 
God will do good things for his Churchand People, 
bur he will do things in his own order. Here Imighc 
ſhew you the great power the Prayers of Gods People 
have with him. The rap "gx Prayer of the. 
righteous prevaileth much, Awts 12, You read there 
how. Herod had put to death one of the Apoſtles. And, 
Peter was likewiſe taken up too, and the Church. go 
co Prayer; whatwas the iſſue,7 Peter was delivered, 
Likewiſe what became of Herod ? ' He was ſmitten of 
God. As one ſgid, Wo be to.the Birds of prey,when. 
Gods Turtles begin to cry and mourn. before him. |. Q, 
that we were perſwadeg of this, that there is ſuch.a 

eat deal of pewer and prevalency. in Prayer, how 

we be more exerciſed in this Duty both in pyb- 

lick and private ? and to be repreſenting the ſtate of: 
the Church to God as they did of Zazarws to Chriſt, 
He whows' thou loveſt is dead, ſo ſhould we ſay, He 
whom thou loyeſt, (thy Church ) is ſick and languiſh-, 
ing, ready to give up the Ghoſt, I would come to 
| the 


- 
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the laſt thing, There are only two or three {es I 
would make of it, 


> Uſe I. | 


Tf it be the duty of every good Chriſtian Man 
and Woman thus to pray and cry to God, for the 
ſending more Labourers into his Harveſt , then it 
ſhews us, DE 


I. The neceſſity of a Goſpel Miniſtry. What do 
you think of the Husbandmans Calling, is that a ne- 
ceſſary Calling, to Plow, and ſow the Land, that ye 
may have Bread to cat « What would your Houtes and 
Families do without Bread « No more can a Church 
of God ſubſiſt in this world, without the Miniſtry of 
the Word, I know. there are ſome. ready to fay;, 
What need is there of mens Preaching, what need of 
the Miniſtry of Man? cannot Goddo it alone? .Yea, 
we have Chriſt, andthe teaching of-the Spirir,. what 
need is there of mans teaching * is not the Spirit above 
man,is not Chriſt.above Miniſters 1grant chere.is no 
neceſſity of Preaching the Word, with reſpect to/Gad, 
he is able to ſave men and women withour the Preach- 
ing of the Word, .as well as with it, he doth notneed 
the gifts and parts and tongue of any man for bringing 
ſouls home to himſelf. As 7ſ7ael in the Wildernely, 
when they had no Plowing, yet God could feed them, 
he could bring them Breadfram Heaven. But yet as 


\- Gods ordinary way of maintaining and feeding your 


| Bodies, it is by Plowing and ſowing the Field: lo it is 
the ordivary way God hath ſet in his Church for fecd- 
by | ing 
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ing your ſculs. 7? pleaſed him, 1 Cor. 1.21. by thr fool- 
iſhne [s of Preaching to ſave them that bclicve;and Gud 
will kcep cloſeto his own Ordinance, and honour his 
own Inſtitution: As AFs 9g, when Paul was converted, 
it was in an extraordinary way, Iris true Chriſtdid 
ſpeak to him our of the Clouds, Saul, Saul, why per (c- 
cateſt, &c, and he ſaid, who art thow Lord? Chriſt 
you know Preached himfelfro Paw, and he trembled 
and was aſtoniſhed, and ſaid, Lord what woulaſt thou 
have me todo? and Chriſt ſaid, Ariſe and go into the 
City, ard it ſhall be told thee what thou muſt do. Coul{ 
not C friſt bave as well told him his own work and bu-. 
ſineſs ? See how Chriſt begins the work, but would 
have Pas/to wait upon him in his own way, therefore 
Ananias muſt be tent to Paw/, The like inſtance 
you have in the next Chapter, there you read of. Cor- 
elimsa devout man, yet knew little of Chriſt, and 
God fent an Angel to him, Thy Prayer i heard, and 
thine Alms are had in remembraxce in the ſight of God, 
ſend therefore toFoppa and call Simon whoſe Surname ts 
Peter and he ſhall ſpeak unto thee, What was not the 
Angel as well able to have taught Cornelias as Peter ? 
yeadoubcleſs, but as if he had ſaid, Thar is none of 
my Commiſſion, therefore ſend for ſuch a perſon, he 
ſhall ſpeak ro thee, Here I might ſpend time to 
_— the neceſſity of the Miniſtry of the 
Word, ' - + 


r.. In order to: Converſion , Regeneration , - and 
bringing ſinners to Chriſt, Faith comes by hearing. 
1 how Paul, 8c, but Miniſters by whom ye believed? 
Do you-look for ſecd-time without Blowitg ſhe 

Ground ? 
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Ground £ No more muſt you expe Grace with- s 
out hearing the Word, oo | | 


2. I might ſhew yow the neceflity hereof, for 
the building up of thoſe that arc Converted, 
When wearein Chriſt, when we are Believers, 
we are not now aboye the Miniſtry of the Word, 
above: Ordinances. No my Brethren, this Mi-- 
niſtry of the Word and Ordintncesme continue 
in the Church as long as there is one foul to be 
faved, as long as one ſoul is out of Heaven ; it 
muſt continue till the coming of Chriſt, Again, 


. 2, If che ſending forth of Labourers into the 
Harveſt beſuch a deſirable mercy, then ic ſhews 
us how much we ſhould prize a faithful Miniftry.: 
If God hath fent us Fairhful Miniſters we thould 
look upon it as greatand wonderful bleſſing. / Ic 
is the fruic of the Prayers. and Blood of Chriſt, 
therefore if Chriſt hath diſpoſed of us in-ſucha 
plas where we have a faichfal Migiftry, we 
ould exceedingly bleſs God for it ; 'as David; 
Pfal, 147. 20. He ſheweth bu word unto Facob; 
bu Statutes and bis Fudgements nato 1ſract. He 
hath, pet dealt ſo by ary Nation. 'Ocher Nations 
had as- much-wealth, plenty.of Goldand Silver; 
Pra 1 moot 10s ne —— 
y* -" ward-blcſhags, -; ow great 2 bleſſing this! is 
| - too, youmay ee inghar Prophet Ferran 30. 20, 
Gadpromiſes his People there; »Thmarhobe yourld 
feedthem with Bread of Adverſity, and 1rater of 
Afftiion, yerthey ſhould ”=_ this Mercy, ge 
8+ 2 ind 17 4atd IES | 
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their teachers, Bar. A promiſe to a:Garnil heart; 
is of no worth or eſteem ,- but/of - great worth 
to a gracious heart, Though you ſhould ſec: ſad: 
times; bere ſhalltbeyour mercy, andblefſigg,. © | 
. 3. If it be ſuch a deſicable bleſſing-for God t6 , | 
ſend forth Labourers into his Harveſt, ' chien ſuce-it 
is x matter greatly: ro 'be lamented,” when God is 
eallng hisfaichfal Labourers apace'gucof his Har- 
veſt; inſtead of incr them, 4 isdiminithing 
of them, he is removing che Teachers noronly in- 
to corners, bat into'Graves, - -Here-is juſt matter of 
lamentation and- ſorrow to us, when we conſider 
how manyfaitbful Labourers and eminenc Preath- 
ers of the: Word, God hath of :Jateremoved one 
of his Harveſt, You -kaow when Soweel died; 
1 Sam. 28,3. it is. ſaid, They that bagied him 
—_— great —_— COTS 
4&its:\8} 2. .you read. of idevour men that carricyt 
Stephex;ta bis Buciah, and wadegreat linemation. 
over him-», 'And'in 4 20; when” Pint rells. 
them, they werelike to ſee hus face more, that 
is was thelaſt time heſhonld ever Pray,” oriPreach 
with themi,: icfets themallawceping anda:mourn- 
wg. .Fhavercad of one, what whe he hear of 
thedeatihrof any godiy:man, he wouldfall zweep- 
ig think of the grear- loſs thete was 26 the 
ChuichaniPeopleof2God, inthe daach of every” 
x you garhe Joſs/of-x godly Pai 
war low rt, 001m 
on ack & loſs as a x BD#V:d mo | 
lorkis friend Jenetb43g and Chriſt himſelf weeps 
OVEr:; 


COT one wee ge 
his Grave, and the next week ry — e 
Tamafcaid wedonot)ay chele lad te of God 


hear of ſuch a Miniſter en 

ing; how. long was he fick;,. or. what dica he 
died of ?. to fay hkromoanimen a good Preach, 
er, and alasit was a grea reatloſs; but we ſhoyld ſeri- 
onfly: contider (uct ftrokes, and lay it to heart, 


when 


Forres ng mms row If we are 
fqn 


—_ 


| F. Are you not thereby.deprived” of any further 
fruit or Linefir of cheir holy Labours'2; When 
rhe. Veſltl:is broken, ther Toralave, tha is re- 
movedro Heaven, and'you can be.nomorttyrich. 
-*<d by ir./ Whew the Tree \wentdown, it yields 
no more fruit. How many faichfol Preach 


cB are 
; under whoſe fbaddow you did uic te (i 

Rredrwinh as Hove on 

ig uſed be c0-y6u- _i_y ns wo pets 
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ſant voice, whoſe Mouths ee dapdmih 
ned, hard orc gn He 

your hearts ſhall be no more warttedby 
their Projers and Sermons * 


' 2, Trisa Judgement, for ſometimes, yexmany 
times, when a faichfal Labourer is taken away, 
there is, it. may be, ſome loyterer comes in his 
room. Ads 20.'17. Pawl tells them, after his 
departure wolves would come; inſtead of the Myrtle 
—_— cometh upa Bryar or Thorn , as. it iS with 

c.and Congregations, who coun 7 


had a godly painful Mimi ;. andit 
may be wee a weary of him, "nds odly Mi- 
niſter is taken away, andtherc is a ing Net- 
le cometh in his room; [inſtead of ithful Secrs, 
they are blind Guides, and where the blipd: leads 
4nd," Chat tells you the iſſue. The: Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks much of theſe idle Shepherds, as a 
ment; inſtead of faithful Teachers they 
_ hoſe o give them a Scone infcad of 
*ead. ; 


ve ement to be greatly lamented, 
= EET T5 
n ins of the q 

© have a hand Node Gehl their Mini, 
fer, Here we might 

thoſe ſins by which God is ſo-often provoked, to 
_ take away his Miniſters from a People * £, There 
are two extreams people are apt to-run into 5 ci- 
thert0-Uher: -value , or ade ——— 


be enquiring, What; are? 


- The Scripture doth take notice of .ſuch an evil as 


n . 
— 
" a> 
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that of having th: perſons of men in admiration, 
when we receive ang love the Truth for the perſons 
ſake, and not the perſon for che Truths ſake, when 
one is for Pau//another for Apollos, We may lot 
our cnjoyments by our too hig1 as well as too lov 
prizing of them, .. Indeed the fault commonly lies 
on the other hand, that is, their undervaluing the 
Miniſtry of the Word ; thcir unproficableucls , 
unthankfulne's, barrenneſs under the droppings of 
the Word, this provokes God to make the Hea- 
vens a$ Braſs to them , when they play with; the 
B cad and Light, . then C729 cames and removes 
the Light and takes away che Bread, yo. 


It's a Judgement.to be greatly lamcntcd when. 
faichful Miniſters ate taken away our of, the Har- 
veſt, becauſe it is a ſad prognoſtick ,of ſome great- 
ct Judgements, . and ſome heavier cvils that arc 
coming upon a pcople. You know: what the Pro- 
pher ſaith, J/a,57.1. The righteous periſh, and: 
0 man lajeth it to beart,... and merciful. men are 
taken away, none. conſidering that # gle 
taken away from. the evil to come. Oh, 
Words of Chriſt (my Brethren.) came. into my 
thoughts; when he was a dying, and ſome were 
weeping for him, »eep wee fer:me, (ſaithrhe.) ue 


-þ for your ſelves and childreg, 1 hank of. thoſe 


miſcties and 'calamities.that are drawing. nighto 


you. Methinks it is the Tanguage of vr dying. 
Miniſters, weep not for ws, &c, When hel 
hourers arc called home from the Harveſt, it is a 


ſign. 


. =, C AY mu 


the night isa coming. When chirping Birds 
removed theiro, ic1s2fgnche adows 
of the-eveing zre coming. | When Lights are 
put ont; what can ve expect bat thar darkneſs will 
follow 2-Whien God calls off his Shepherds, we 
have juſt cauſe rofear he will looſeWolves upon the 
Flocks todevonr and make a prey, of them, © My 
Brethren, if God fhonld ſend {ach weather thac 
men could'not fow,, or-if when the Harveſt ſhould” 
be grown up, there ſhonld be a mortality, that. 
there were no men to reap it, 'you would think a 
Famitre were coming, and lament over.it as a ſad 
atd grievous _ Oh; there is a Fartiineche' 
Scripture {| of , not of Bread, bur of the 
Word, andi"When God takes away his Miniſters 
ſo faſt, haye we not cault to fearthis Famine is, 
coming on _ £ Oh, this cy Brethiren, ſhould 
mele/ your hearts into Prayets and Tears, and if 
= have any Groans or Tears, to pour them out 
ore the Lord; if you have any intereſt in the | 


Throne of Grace; to improve, it; - that God would 
ſend ford ku ers into bis Harveſt, 
Here, -#y Brethren, T' might beſpeak you of this 

Yar. more. larſy, to.lay to heart. 


2 
the {ad breach'GoF hach made among you ig his 
lare proyidence, *in his removing him who was, 
wont to: labour inthe midſt of you. Methinks. 
there are” ſome Circumſtances ir that \ſfroke char | 


parcieularly do "require our ſerious cotiliderari-, 
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:' Arft:of all; The ſuddenagſs and vhexpeRtedneſs 
Te chat ſkroke, Wor ſudden to biwm,! farnmmany 
days before he was taken {ick He ſerhis hop@io-or+ 
der; acquainting His Wike where bis Will was, 
ſorhat ix-ſcems-he had ſome kind of preſage of his . 
approaching death ; bur ſudden to us the Broke 
was, . How many of you that were ſurpriſed and 
ſtartled to hear of Mr. Uenning's death * how 
many. that ſcarce heard of his hickridts until you | 
heard hewas dead? Who of you thoughtthe laſt 
day -you faw and heard himin- this place ,. that ir 
eapſt bethe laſt day you ſhould-hearand (ct him 2 
Who: of you, when you heard: hi inning to 
direc you how, you 'muſtpuiion the firſt Piece of 
the ſpiritual Armour did unagine that he was {© 
near of os, Seer himſelf, 2nd tolay down 
his Earchly;Tabernutle 7 God narched bun away, 
he had a mingt0 take him from ns, aud wonld nor. 
be hindrgd by the. Prayers of his People, | 


, Secondly., This circumſtance doth agravate the - 
loſs 5 namely, tha he was taken away, though I: 
po ly EE | ; wy 
(fore: had!Laboure years an middle 
Ape; 1 Forgecording bars namw nr we - 
might have whoyed more of his. Labours * he. was 

nos withartd:by old Age. Whenadrieftake isre 
moved aur ohehe e ,- @:ivadtfo; greada lots . 
56hen\aſavi-btaringerers curckinn, | © 1», 
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Thirdly, Is there not this Aggravation attends 
ir, namely; that he is trken away in ſach'a time of 
ſca:ciry and dearth'of Faithful Labourer? Con: 
der my Brethren, the great * Mortality of faichful 
Miniſters that hath been of late years in'this Na- 
tion, doth ſpeak aloud 'to us to warn us of grear 
cvils haſtening'upott us, | 


Laftly, There is this circumſtance, aboye all 
the reſt, namely the Eminency of the Miniſterial 
gifts, and rriviledges God had qualified him with- 
all, In this'reſpethe was like Saw/, taller by 
the head thap” many of his Brethren-3 tke Bewja- 
min;he had a double,yea treble portion of ſpiritual 

ifts.” He'was ſuch a works (as the Apoſtle * 
ipcaks,) that needed not to be ajhamed, able rightly 
to drvide the word of truth. 1 do not intend-toen- 
ter {into any-; commenidation--of him-, "though I 
might ſpeak much of him, and yer ſpeak below, 
not above his true worth. He needs not any ſuch 
Spices to:embalm his name, which hath lefe {9 
ſweeta ſavour' behind him. © - Te was not” praiſe 
or Commendation” of 1the” dead ; ''but- inſtru- 
ions: to the Living 'thar: I intended” in-this' dil- 
courſe. ' Only the mote Eminent a perfon is for 
ſerviceablenealt uſefulneſs in the Church of 
oy, be plex Godby. fuck mans Minieye 

* 0 Dy: Tack a mans Miniſtry 6 
open my blindeyes, 'and others that can hear wit 
neſs too how God hath ſpoken to their hearts, for 
quickning, comfort and counſel, I ſay the greater 
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I wayld wind up all by age word of Counſel, 
that. is_to teach you how you. may improve thei 
lad Jaſſes, You kuow Semp/on found honey in 
the. Carcaſs. of the, dead Lion,.; There aremany 
ſweet and wholeſome inſtruftions to be /gathere 
from the dead Miniſters, Abel! though dead yet 

beakerh. Imay fay of the dead Miniſtersthough 
dead and laid in their graves, They ſpeak ta you.; 
Þe (14m with a louder voice, our of their Graves 
and Cofhns , than ever they did out of their Pul- 
pit. Here I might ſhaw you thoſe ſeveral leſions 

oy may learn from!your dead Miniſters,(but time 
35. £ONC., ) HS moe. fhing, tp here they call upon 
pomfongharyan vaaps labour to remembe:. and pur 
18. Practice: tho;e Godly: Sermans they. Preached 
to yau in. their life-rime, . The death of Miniſters 
ſhould revive tho;e Counſcls and Comforts cha: 
you. togerned in their, life-time, from. them ,; and 

Dy ven the . remembrance of them upon «their 
hearts, 2 Kings 2:14, when Elijah was dcad, 
Elifþa takes up his mantle, I would have yon 
bc. gatbcring up choſe inſtruftions that the Mini, 
Rers, did Ia fail ig you whikf ghey. WCre ave ; 

emvegber how he fpake gp luch a tpbjec> 4: ſack 
. Ktlme,aud poke. fughaword co my tou! at aupthcy 
tune. .  Hcre Twight defice you rocallto xemem- 
brance:tht Jate Sermons of chis Emynent Servant 
of God iy remombgr hi fiſcopric gf phe. gras af 
Log. his ) hack aPered bn the Gaipely.p 
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2v _  AFijieral Sermon? 
reach us to deny all ongodlineſs and worldly lufts. 
to live YH pot, —_ 4nd Golly ops 
this Preſent world, And his Sermons 
the Love of: the Son of God, And of the ſaving 
Operarions of the Spirit of God : and to labour to 
ſhew forth the Works of the Spirit in your holy 
walking , according to thoſe Sermons you heard 
from him ſo lately, To put on the Armour of God, 
and to prepare for the evil day, that "you may be 
able to ſtand in that day, All thofe heavenl 
fpiritual Gaſpel Sermoris he Preached ro yon, ca 
tor holy, Heavenly and Goſpel converſations from 
you. Inaword, letitbe your care to bring forth 
fruit Anſwerable to all the labour and coft God 
- hath beſtowed upon you. Gad will certainly call 
ou to an account-for the health , ſtrength and 
wk and labour and lives ofhis Servantshe hath 
beſtowed upon you. Therefore people had need 
to look to it , for God highly values his dear Ser- 
vants lives and labours, and will have a valuable 
conſideration from you or upon you. Therefore 
my Brethren to conclude , what you would that 
your Garden and field ſhould be unto you when 
you have digged them, planted chem , manured 
them, plowed them, ſowed them,and beſtowed coſt 
and labour upon them, that you ſhould be to God, 
To beftow wat. ing ſeed upon a fieldzand+y=t 
co bear nothing, that diſcourages you , but i 
there is a crop coming , and when the Labourers 
find there is a good crop that they can fill their 
Arms with ſheaves, this —_— you. Then), 
Dent, 16,14. when the Harveſt is done, 
| yy make 
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1 FunerM Sermon. 29 
make merry together, 'have'a Harveſt feaſt, and 
have Harveſt ſongs and are - = I ay, thenare 
thoſe: words of. Chriſt fulfilled, Fohr 4. 35, 36, 
and with that I ſhall conclude, Say nor that there 
are : yet. four moneths and then cometh Harveſt , 
behold 1 [ay unto you,lift wp your eyes,and look on the 
fields, for they are white already to Harveſt, And 
he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life cternal, that: both he that ſoweth , 
and he that reapeth may rejoice together, Thus it 
is where there is a good Harveſt, he that Plows 
the field, was Inſtrumental to begin the work , and 
be that ſoweth the firſt ſeed of Grace, and he that 
reaps the Torn, thoſe that hag a hand in parfeRing 
the work , all theſe ſhall rejoice together, Then 
all choſe fairhful Miniſters that have labourcd ac- 
cording to the Talents given unto them of the 
Lord : then the.peaple too- that are madeTruitful 
to God,,, that have received the ſeed in good and 


honeſt hearts; they ſhall rejoice with their Mi- 


niſters, -there ſhall be a Harveſt-feaſt and -Har- 
velt-ſongs, the (upper of the Lamb and che Song 
of the Lamb, and the Angels theyiwill come in and 
hayea ſhare ,.( for they gather che Corn into the 
Barn:), and- both Angels, Miniſters, and Peop'c 
ſhall all fing Praiſe and rejoice together, aud. 


that fgrever and ever. . 
, 


fe. 


FThaeare other Uſes we thould have madeof- 
this point, We might have made applicawon of ic. 
. 7 to 


5s AI FinevalSermotl, . 
ro ſuch as are of ther Miniſterial calling , (if there 
were any ſuch here ); co ſtir them-up to follow 
their labour 4. and toreprove ſuch as are Loiterers 
not-Labonrers. - 'Pawd could fay. he had /aboured 
more abundantly than they all; barmay it-not be 
faid of ſome, they labour wot at all ? Oh how man 
curſes doth the Scripture denounce againſt fuch 
as do this work f the Lord \negligently ! Bur 
I ſhall nor ſtay-on this , -a$ not fairing the pre- 
fear Auditory. *. * - 


uſe. 


Let me ſhut up. all with this one word more 
rothe People. Remember the leflon and dury we 
have been teaching this day, and make Con- 
ſcience of praiſing it, Jt ever ir were a duty 
in ſeaſon tor you to put on ſackloath and lye 
in the duſt , tomourn and mourn bitterly for the 
loſs of faichful Miniſters, it is now, when they 
dye and drop into their Graves fo faſt : If ever 
there were a time for you ( Chriſtians) to crie 
and crie aloud to -*he Lord of the Harveſt to 
ſend forth more labourers into the Harveſt , it 
is now, when there is like to be fo great a 
ſcarcity of them. And truly if I were able 
to ſpeak ſo as to be heard by all the.Chri- 
ſtians of Exgland ( who are commonly known 
and diſtinguithed by the--name of Non-confor- 
miſts) I would earneſtly beſpeak them all, oy 
they would with one -heart and one conſctic 
agree to fet apart a day of Humiliation and 
Prayer 
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Prayer for this very cnd : for centaialy the toſs: 
of many -Miaiſters, ſo Eminent in/ their Ge»: 
nexation , as have been lately caken away, : is 
a. ſevere Rebuke from the Lord, and I fear a 
lad m__ fame greater evils at hand, than 
we think of, 


Remember (my Beloved) who ic is that here 
bids you Pray the Lord of the Harveſt ; our 
bleſſed Lord himſelf, who hath given you noc 
only -his command for this duty , but his 
own example too in this very caſe, as you 
may ſee if you read Zuke 6. 12, It is ſaid, 
Feſus went out into 4a Mountain to pray, and 
continued all night in prayer. It you ask 
what was the Occaſion that he was a whole 
night in Prayer, the ghirteenth Yerſe will de- 
clare it, for when it was day, he called hu 
Diſciples, and of them he choſe twelve, Bc. 
The occaſion ſeems to be, the work that he 
had to do the next mourning, to ſend forth 
his Apoſtles to Preach the Goſpel : Chriſt 
looked upon this as a great work, a weighty 
and ſolemn matter, that required Prayer, 
And whatever men may- think of it, it is 
the greateſt work that ever any of the ſons of 
men ygre employed in fince the world began 


F:nd the Truths we Preach to you are ſo glo- 


rious , and of ſuch infinife Concernment, as 
you ſouls will have cauſe Erternally to bleſs 
for, if you receive them in faich and 
love , and ſuch as you would not have been 
| without 
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withant - the : knowledge - of for ten thouſand 
worlds. - - You- thereforg that: have any love 
to Chriſt, © any love co: tlie truth, any- love 
to the; ſouls and ſalvation- of men;, oh- Pray, 
all and every one of- you, Pray, pray: the 
Lord of the Harveſt that he would: ſend forth 
Labourers into, the Harveſt, 


b 


